Hebrews: An Ancient Christology; Belief-Hope-Mystery Hebrews 8:1-6, Preached @ Harambee Church by Pastor Michael Gunn on February 12, 2006

“But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises”

Hebrews 8:6

Introduction

Our author summarizes his argument, reminding us of the supremacy of Jesus Christ over anything that we can imagine. As God transforms our souls, our love for Christ should expand. Being a father of two wonderful kids, it is hard to imagine loving someone more, but it is what we are commanded to do (Luke 14), and it is what will bring us the most joy here on earth. Christ’s supremacy is the motivation for our affections, and the reason we would serve Him willingly.

From the Head…

“Now the main point is…” (Hebrews 8:1-2)

1. Christ is Seated With His Father

Christ is seated, which is symbolic of His accomplishment on the cross (John 19:30). When He said, “It is finished” He wasn’t kidding. According to Hebrews 7:27 and 9:12, Christ paid the penalty for our sins “once and for all!” That work is accomplished, but that doesn’t mean that He isn’t busy at work.

2. Christ Continues to Serve His Father

Like creation, where the Father “rested” from His work (Genesis 2:3), Christ continues to “perfect” His creation. It is amazing to me that Christ is still “a minister” in heaven. The word minister (λειτουργός) means a “public servant.” It is the word that is the root for our word “liturgy,” which means service/worship. It highlights the idea that true worship culminates in service to God. 

Both of these points underline the fact that our high priest Jesus Christ, is transcendent and ministers in the heavens. Our author takes down the veil that separates us from God and reminds us that it is our savior Jesus who continues to mediate on behalf. This reminds us that our authority and power do not lie with this world, nor is our allegiance to this world. Our full allegiance is to Christ and His mission, not anything that our world commands of us. We are to live in this world in submission to the authorities, but we are ultimately to bow only to our heavenly Father. Our emphasis then is not to seek our power and joy in the things of this world, but to seek these things in Christ.  

Anything Short of Christ is a Counterfeit (Hebrews 8:3-6)

The author once again reminds us that we are often fine with mere copies than we are with the truth and reality of Jesus Christ. He is more true and real than any other thing, and we often don’t notice. The priests themselves are not to be compared to Christ since they have to offer gifts up to God for their own sins. Moses was instructed to erect the tabernacle, and subsequently the temple, in very strict terms (Exodus 25:9, 40). But what he built was never intended to satisfy, only point to God. The covenant that Christ inaugurates is “better” because it is the fulfillment of the first one. No one could live the law but Christ, and because of that same law by which He lived He died for the sake of millions. How often are we going to choose something else over Christ? 
…to the Heart
No matter what, sin seems to drive us away from Christ and into the arms of lesser deities, ones created by our own hands, which fit our comfort zones well. We continue to worship the shadow, and continue to try to please God through works and self-perfecting ideologies, instead of resting in the joy of God, which we have in Christ. 

