Hebrews: An Ancient Christology; Belief-Hope-Mystery Hebrews 9:1-10 Preached @ Harambee Church by Pastor Michael Gunn on, February 26th, 2006

“It is when we face ourselves and face Christ, that we are lost in wonder, love and praise. We need to rediscover the almost lost discipline of self examination, and then a re-awakened sense of sin will beget a re-awakened sense of wonder. Perhaps then God will no longer have to say, ‘Is it nothing to you , all you who pass by?’”
Andrew Murray
Introduction

The following statistics are taken from the “Barna Report.” The data in this report are based on a nationwide telephone survey conducted by the Barna Research Group (www.barna.org).  The survey involved interviews with 1003 adults during the month of January 2006.  
“Overall, three out of every four adults (73%) believe that it is possible for someone to become holy, regardless of their past. Only half of the adult population (50%), however, says that they know someone they consider to be holy. And that’s more than twice as many who consider themselves to be holy (21%). The views of born again Christians are not much different from the national averages. Among born again adults, three-quarters (76%) say it is possible for a person to become holy, regardless of their past. Slightly more than half of the born again group (55%) say they know someone who they would describe as holy. And roughly three out of ten “born agains” (29%) say they are holy, which is marginally more than the national norm.”

Interesting statistics in light of a gospel that calls you holy. Is there a chance we here in the good ‘ole United States of “Christian” America have no idea what the gospel is? Is there a chance that many of us are believing that their “Holiness” is a result of their actions, and not the saving, justifying, imputative work of Jesus Christ? If this is true, what makes Christianity any different than any world religion? What’s the difference if you are expiating guilt by plunging in to the Ganges river and literally washing yourself from your sins, and half of the “Churchianity” that we Americans practice so that God will like us? “Even the Barna report concludes that The challenge to the nation’s Christian ministries is to foster a genuine hunger for holiness among the masses who claim they love God but who are ignorant about biblical teachings regarding holiness.” While I concur that we are called to holiness, I would say that this word needs to be placed through the knowing of who Christ is, and what He has done to make us holy. All too many of these same said ministers preach personal holiness as a work, instead of as an identity that produces the work. 
Last week we saw that “Religion” is something that God does internally to our heart and mind, not something that we do externally. Our works our subsequent to His action. They are a result of knowing, and understanding what He has done. He has changed both our “Minds” and our “Hearts” so that we could follow Him and His will. We are not called to ritual, but to love Him, and then others out of a “Changed” heart, not out of compulsion or “Duty.”
Today we take a look again at the two covenants as they were represented symbolically in the Old Testament “Tabernacle.” 
From the Head…

As we saw last week, God works through covenant. Inherent in His covenant is the idea that God is the one who establishes, ratifies and sustains the covenant. In Genesis 3:15 He establishes His covenant with Adam and Eve (Mankind) promising that He would eradicate evil. In Genesis 15 and 22 I believe He clearly shows Abraham that He would be the one that ratified the covenant (see Particularly Genesis 15 cf. Jeremiah 34:18-20). Everything in the Old Covenant pointed to Christ, and what God, not man would do to save humanity for His own glory (see Ezekiel 36:22ff).
The Prophetic Nature of the OT Tabernacle

The Old Covenant had it’s “Rituals” and “Earthly sanctuary.” Why do we have our own rituals, and why are we looking for “Earthly sanctuaries?” Have you ever thought about it? Could our desire for sanctuary and nature be a real desire for peace and happiness? The word for “sanctuary” is “Hagion” or Holy Place. In verse 2 we see that the place is called “Tabernacle” or rendered “Tent” in some translations. Exodus 25:8 says that God says to Moses, “Make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell in their midst.” God is a God that is as personal as He is transcendent. He created the first covenant with Adam out of the “Pleasure of His will,” and He no doubt desires to have a relationship with His creation. Just as the tabernacle was a symbol of God’s presence, Christ is the fulfillment (John 1:1,14, He dwelt (Tabernacled) amongst them.”. As we shall see, just like everything else mankind can make, Jesus can become the fulfillment. The tabernacle (Which later became the temple) was the place where God’s people met God, but we will see that it was definitely symbolic of what God would do, and did not really have any saving significance at all. 

Inside the tent we see pieces of furniture important to the cleansing rituals as well as, the prophetic nature of the rituals. The tent had an entrance. At the entrance was a large bronze alter (Alter of burnt offering.” This is as far as the normal person could go, and could only place his hands on the head of the bull to expiate or confess his sins (Leviticus 1:3-4). It is important to note that non-Jews weren’t even allowed this far. Directly behind this was the tabernacle with two rooms. The first one described in verse 2, had two pieces of furniture. The first was the golden lampstand, which would illuminate the priest’s way so that he could maneuver properly. It is a forerunner of a light that would soon come to be the “Light of the world,” and make His people to do the same (John 1:4,9; Matthew 5:14-16). Next was the table of “Consecrated bread,” which was also referred to as the “Bread of the presence” (Exodus 25:30) which had 12 loaves of bread changed every Sabbath, and arranged in two rows of six. These signified the twelve tribes of Israel, and clearly was a big part of Jesus’ having enough bread left over after feeding the 5000 in John 6, and then referring to Himself the bread of life. From the “Holy place” where only priests could enter our author takes us into the “Most holy place/Holy of holies” which only one priest, once a year could enter and make atonement for the sins of himself, and his people. In the Holy of Holies, we have three pieces of furniture mentioned. The first is the “alter of incense” which actually was at the entrance outside (Exodus 30:7, 8), and most likely is placed inside by the Hebrews author because of the many passages of the OT that put them in close proximity with one another (Exodus 30:6; 40:5; Leviticus 4:7; 16:12, 18), referring to the relationship the alter of incense and the ark of the covenant have. The former being necessary to approach the latter (see 2 Corinthians 2:14-16; Ephesians 5:2; Philippians 4:18). The other piece of furniture was the most important, the “Ark of the Covenant.” This is where the “Mercy seat” of God was where ultimate atonement is made for the sins of man (see too Romans 3:25; 1 John 2:2). 

The Closed Nature of the OT Tabernacle

All of this symbolism (And I believe the reason for the details, since he says it is an illustration of the “Present time” v. 9) and the beautiful presence of God is cut off from humanity with two veils that symbolize man’s separation from God. The ark was representative of the “Glory of God,” but no one but one priest once a year was able to witness it. That priest would walk in with his robes, with the stones representing the 12 tribes, as Jesus does when He enters into His Father’s presence on our behalf. It seems quite possibly that the author of Hebrews uses this imagery to remind us that in the first room (The holy place) there is only ritual, separated from God, and in no way able to be in God’s presence, and in no way able to assuage our “Conscience” from the guilt that we know deep down is a reality. This is what verses 8 and 9 are referring to. The Holy Spirit was “Showing” that this is only a dead end, and incomplete, and yet “Applying until the time of the new order.” 
…to the Heart
Christ’s offering is in heaven not in temples made with hands, His offering is Himself, and not an animals life, and His offering is eternal, and not once a year. Our text demonstrates who God is, and what kind of God He is.
1. God desires to be approached

2. God is particular about how He is approached

3. God is a completely Holy God

4. The blood demonstrates how heinous our sins are

God’s holiness is not found in our own rituals, they are wrought in His actions, and played out in the everyday lives of transforming people. Holiness for Jesus does not mean separation from sinners, or walking roads less traveled, holiness in God’s economy is God’s work in our hearts being played out in loving Him and loving others.

“There are two kinds of men, the righteous who think that they are sinners and sinners who think that they are righteous.”
Blaise Pascal
